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August 16, 2012

Fly to Kangaroo Island
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August 17, 2012
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August 18, 2012

Learning
What is
Sustainability

Reflection in the -

Great nature
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August 19, 2012

Remarkable Rock

— & ;‘, 9 -

Feeling'great nature

Seal Bay
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August 20, 2012

Austrarian Education
* Education of aborigines

- Sustainability
* Access to Asia

Presentation of ARAHAMA Flexibility is important for learning
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August 21, 2012

Canola exported to Japan
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August 22, 2012

Fine Art Kangaroo Island
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“Japanese Evening”

Thank you very much for
w7 - i TR .;._ your kindness and support !

30 WUl
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VI —EtTTtiE” The Islander”

“Whirlwind taste of island life”

Whirlwind taste of |sland life

Perhaps the question that
was in Professor Yoshiyuki
Nagata’s mind when he de-
cided to bring some colleagues
to Kangaroo Island was:
“What can we learn about en-
vironmental sustainability
from the people of Kangaroo
Island?” During their one
week visit, hosted by Jennie
and Bob Teasdale, these nine
educators and students have
become increasingly excited
about what they've seen, the
people they've met and the
commitment of so many Is-
landers to living in an envi-
ronmentally sensitive way.

Attending the Natural Re-
source Management Confer-
ence gave them a snapshot of
the diverse environmental
projects undertaken by staff.
They were particularly im-
pressed by the KICE presen-
tation and so, later, were
delighted to visit the
Kingscote and Parndana
school campuses, where they
were given a comprehensive
tour of the schools and were
able to see environmental ed-
ucation at its best.

A visit to the Teasdales’
sustainable home and an ex-
ploration of their property, a
Dolphin Watch expedition
with the Bartrams, a study
tour to Flinders Chase and
Seal Bay, a “drop-in” to Veron-

ica Bates and her impressive
seed and plant nursery, an
Australian film evening with
Bev Maxwell and Colin Wil-
son, a tour of the SES and
CFS premises with Bevan
Garmeister, an exploration of
environmental art with Janet
Ayliffe and Fred Peters, a
taste of wine at Bay of Shoals
cellar door, a visit to Travis
Bell’s property and then on to
KI Pure Grain, were just some
of the components of a busy,
challenging program.

Ms Chieko Tada, a primary
school teacher whose school
and town were devastated by

the Japanese Tsunami in
March 2011, shared her expe-
riences with people on the Is-
land.

She talked of the many
hardships that Japanese peo-
ple have gone through during

and after the disaster, but
stressed how important mu-
tual support within communi-
ties has been in the recovery.

On their last evening, the
group celebrated the success
of the study tour by entertain-
ing guests with a Japanese
meal and an audio-visual re-
sponse to what they had expe-
rienced on the Island.

IBEIiECE

Back, from left,
Yoshiyuki
Nagata, Jennie
Teasdale, Yui
Tsujimoto,
Cheika Tada, Mr
Udo, Bob
Teasdale.

Front, Natsumi
Oba, Katsuyuki
Matsui, Keisuke
Takagi, Yuri
Kyoda, Emi
Fukimoto.

Islanders who were present
were overwhelmed by their
positive presentation. It left
us all even more committed to
living lightly on this environ-
mentally unique and beauti-
ful Island.

The Japanese visitors
would like to thank every Is-
lander who helped to make
their visit a memorable one.
Special thanks to the man-
agers at the Ozone for provid-
ing accommodation with so
many extras durmg their
visit.

Jennie Teasdale and
Yoshiyuki Nagata

“The Islander” Aug. 23, 2012
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Forward

It was at the end of the year in which Japan was hit by one of the most powerful
earthquakes in recorded history when I started to conceptualize a study programme
to learn about sustainability with Mr. Bob and Ms. Jennie Teasdale, the owner of an
‘eco-house’ on Kangaroo Island, South Australia. It was the time when the Japanese
society was in the middle of turmoil over the crisis on energy, food and lifestyle,
caused by the earthquake and the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear disaster. At that time
the government, as well as its people were running about in utter confusion over the
shortage of electricity and security of food due to radiation leaks from the
Fukushima nuclear plant.

Under such circumstances the Japanese schools were also in the middle of
confusion. It is true that in the Basic Plan for Promoting Education it is clearly
written that we should inspire the public widely on the importance of ESD for the
realization of a sustainable society where people can live safe lives. In addition, we
should also strengthen the coordination of governmental ministries and ensure the
creation and dissemination of ESD (Education for Sustainable Development)
programmes. However the reality was that teachers had to teach without any
societal consensus on should be sustained and what should not.

From this catastrophic situation, we have come to reconsider the role of
sustainability in education itself as it becomes more and more important, as a result
of top-down educational reform gradually prevailing into the Japanese education
system.

The purpose of our study programme on Kangaroo Island thus, was obtaining
crucial insight for re-building our lifestyles, agriculture and food, energy and
education after the Great East Japan Earthquake, as well as turning our thoughts
to the relationships between nature and human-beings in the midst of pristine
nature on the Island.

The tour was organized with full understanding and cooperation of the Japan
Association for International Education of which many of the members are teachers.
After the announcement of the programme for the public on the website of the
Association, a total of nine participants; four teachers including one school principal,
as well as graduate and undergraduate students took part in the program.

The programme actually turned out to be an opportunity for mutual learning,

because one of the participants was Ms. Chieko Tada, teacher of a primary school in
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the disaster-affected area of Japan. She kindly made a presentation for the school
children and teachers at a local state school, and another one for those who were
invited to a Japanese evening organized by the tour group on the last day of the
programme. This kind of mutual learning, I believe, enriched the programme more
than I expected. I would like to take this opportunity to extend my gratitude to Ms.
Tada who devoted herself for the presentations during the tour.

One of the achievements of the programme this time was that participants have
come to know that sustainability and quality of life are not contrary to each other,
and that community bond is such an important factor for a sustainable society. They
have learned this from their interactions with the people on Kangaroo Island, and
from experiencing the mutual understanding and warm relationships that have
been built among the people on the Island. For further understanding on how they
felt and what they have learned about, please read the records of their impressions
and results of the questionnaire in this report.

Sustainability is such an abstract word. However, the participants of the study
programme have gained much knowledge and new skills, as well as actual ideas
and practices, thanks to the people and nature of the Island. Mr. Kofi Annan, former
Secretary-General of the United Nations said, “Our biggest challenge in this new
century is to take an idea that seems abstract — sustainable development — and turn
it into a reality for all the world's people.” It can be said that people on Kangaroo
Island are great teachers, because they showed us how to tackle the challenge we
face.

Last but not the least, I would like to use this space to express my gratitude to
the ‘teachers’ we have met on the Island. Our sincere thanks should particularly go
to Mr. Bob and Mrs. Jennie Teasdale, and all the people who kindly extended their
heart-felt hospitality during our stay there.

Yoshiyuki Nagata
Programme Director

Associate Professor, University of the Sacred Heart, Tokyo
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Japanese Study Tour 2012

Retrospective Analysis

Bob Teasdale

Jennie Teasdale

Introduction

Unquestionably the Kangaroo Island Study Tour by a group of 9 Japanese Educators
was a success. The group arrived with high expectations and left with those
expectations filled, and much more. Additionally, Kangaroo Islanders participating in
the study tour felt very excited about the response of the group and the positive
feedback they received from the visitors. The brief report that follows attempts to

1dentify the reasons for the success of the visit and to mention its highlights.

A Dozen Reasons Why the Study Tour Succeeded

1 The preparedness and enthusiasm of every member of the visiting Japanese group.

2 The leadership by Prof Yoshi Nagata was informed, sensitive and wise. Yoshi was able
to manage the mixed group optimally, using mature members to inspire and support
younger students.

3 This cross cultural experience demonstrated how two very different cultures can
celebrate their differences, but simultaneously find significant points of connection.

4 The location was ideal. Kangaroo Island embraces environmental sustainability and
provides opportunities for visitors to observe and research this vital issue.

5 Accommodation: The comfort, the location, the welcome and the cost of the Ozone
Hotel made it an ideal place for the group to stay.

6 A collaboratively well conceived, well paced, varied, challenging and educational
program about environmental sustainability ensured the success of the study tour.

7 The evaluation of previous Japanese study tours enabled the organisers to evolve and
improve the content and delivery of the 2012 program.

8 A long standing, culturally sensitive, close relationship between the Japanese leader
(Yoshi) and the Australian organisers (the Teasdales) ensured a vibrant, culturally
appropriate program was devised and implemented.

9 The local Kangaroo Island community was willing to be involved in every aspect of the
program and so created a positive, welcoming environment in which educational

exchange took top priority.
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10 Close encounters with community members such as at the film night, the NRM
Conference, the Teasdales' home and the final dinner at the Ozone, created a closeness
and respect that will not be easily forgotten by Kangaroo Islanders or Japanese visitors.
11The personal reflection time at the Teasdales' property enabled visitors to engage
with the environment and themselves in a very profound, not easily forgotten way.

12 Appropriate, efficient travel to and from Japan without a change in time zones,

helped participants to swing into the program without too much difficulty.

Some Highlights of the Study Tour

Each participant from Japan and all Kangaroo Islanders involved in the program will
have their own highlights; however viewing from the outside we believe the following
activities were particularly memorable:

1 The concluding Japanese dinner at the Ozone with its thoughtful responses to the
study tour and exceptional Japanese hospitality for invited guests.

2 The moving presentation by Ms Chieko Tada about the impact of the tsunami on her
school.

3 The visit to the local schools — KICE. The openness and enthusiasm of the school
community to share their understanding of education for sustainable development and
the response of the Japanese visitors.

4 The willingness of all Japanese visitors to accept, manage and celebrate cultural
difference. Eg., language, food, behaviour cultural mores etc.

6 The engagement of every visitor with nature at every level: the marine environment,
wildlife on the land, the sky, the weather, the natural vegetation, the rocks and rivers

and so much more.
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List of Participants

Associate Professor, University of the Sacred Heart, Tokyo

Mr. Yoshiyuki Nagata Email: yoshy@pobox.com
Professor School of education, Sugiyama Jogakuen University
Mr. Yasuhiro Uto Principal, Sugiyama Jogakuen University Affiliated Primary School
Email: uto@sugiyama-u.ac.jp
Teacher of social studies, Osaka Prefectural Asahi High School
Mr. Katsuyuki Matsui Email: k-matsui@asahi.osaka-c.ed.jp
Teacher, Sendai Municipal Shougen Elementary School
Ms. Chieko Tada Email: chieko-t@d4.dion.ne.jp
Postgraduate student, Chuo University, Graduate School of Policy
Mr. Keisuke Takagi Studies
Email: tkgksk21l@gmail.com
Postgraduate student, University of the Sacred Heart Tokyo
Ms. Yui Tsujimoto Email: ameakari@mao.petit.cc
Undergraduate student, University of the Sacred Heart Tokyo
Ms. Natsumi Oba Email: dkdmi723@gmail.com
Undergraduate student, University of the Sacred Heart Tokyo
Ms. Yuri Kyoda Email: kyuyun723@gmail.com
Undergraduate student, University of the Sacred Heart Tokyo
Ms. Emi Fujimoto Email: emi19920406 @yahoo.co.jp
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List of Respective People
and

Collaborating Organizations

Bob Teasdale
Jennie Teasdale
Tel: (+61)8-8370-9499, 8-8553-7373
Fax: (+61)8-8370-9499
Address: PO 656 Penneshaw, Kangaroo Island, South Australia, 5222
E-mail address: teasdale@internode.on.net

Kingscote Campus of Kangaroo Island Community Education (KICE)
Tel: (+61)8-8553-2074
Fax: (+61)8-8553-2075
Address: 5 Centenary Avenue Kingscote, Kangaroo Island,
South Australia, 5223
E-mail address: info@kice.sa.edu.au
URL: www.kice.sa.edu.au

Whale Dolphin Conservation Society
Tel: (+61)8-8553-7190
Address: PO Box 30, American River, Kangaroo Island,
South Australia,5221
E-mail address: bartram@Kkin.on.net
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Programme Schedule

DATE TIME ACTIVITIES

DAY 1:

15 August, 2012 10:30 Departure from Narita

16:45 Arrival at Kuala Lumpur
22:20 Departure from Kuala Lumpur
DAY 2:
16 August, 2012 9:10 Arrived at Adelaide International Airport
10:00~12:30 | South Australian Migration Museum,
The University of Adelaide
12:30~14:00 | Lunch, Sightseeing in Adelaide
14:00~16:.00 | National Art Gallery
17:25 Departure from Adelaide International
Airport
18:00 Arrived at Aurora Ozone Hotel

DAY3:

17 August, 2012 8:30~11:00 Registration for the Kangaroo Island Natural
Resource Management Board Conference
at Ozone Hotel

11:00~11:45 | Morning Tea
11:45~12:30 | Conference continued
12:30~13:15 | Lunch
13:15~14:25 | Conference continued
14:25~17:30 | Bus tours: (DFarm, Fire, Feathers and
Ferals (@Catchment to Coast
19:00~21:00 | Dinner
21:15~22:00 | Wrap-up Meeting
DAY4
18 August, 2012 9:30 Bus to Teasdales’ House
10:15 Visit Prospect Hill
11:00 Arrive at Teasdales’ House
11:30 Explaining the Program for the week
11:45~12:30 | Sustainability Walk and talk with Jennie and
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Bob Teasdale

12:30~13:30 | Australian BBQ Lunch

13:30~15:00 | Sustainability Walk and Talk continued
15:00~16:30 | Question-and-Answer Time
16:30~17:45 | Bus to Ozone Hotel

18:00~20:00 | Dinner

20:00~ Wrap-up Meeting

DAY 5:

19 August, 2012 9:00~10:30 Bus to visit Hanson Bay Koala Sanctuary
11:00~12:15 | Bus to visit Flinders Chase National Park
12:30~12:45 | Lunch
13:30~14:00 | Bus to visit Remarkable Rocks
14 30~17:00 | Bus to visit Admiral's Arch and Seal Bay
17:00~ Bus to Ozone Hotel
18:00~20:00 | Dinner
20:00~ Wrap-up Meeting

DAY 6:

20 August, 2012 School Tour:
9:30~12:00 Kingscote School Campus
12:00~15:00 | Parndana School Campus
15:45~17:00 | Visit to Local Winery
17:00~ Bus to Ozone Hotel
18:00~20:00 | Film and Dinner at Bev and Colin’s House

Watch Movie “Storm Boy”
20:00~ Wrap-up Meeting
DAY 7:
21 August, 2012 9:00~12:30 Bus pick up for
Dolphin Watch Programme on the water
12:30~13:30 | Lunch at Ozone Hotel
13:30~14:30 | Bus to KICE Performing Arts Center to view
a student drama
14:30~15:30 | Bus to visit canola farm
15:30~16:45 | Bus to visit Kangaroo Island Pure Grains
16:45 Bus to Ozone Hotel
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18:00~20:00 | Dinner
20:00~ Wrap-up Meeting
DAY 8:
22 August, 2012 Morning Free Time: Walk around Kingscote
14:00~15:00 | Visit to Kangaroo Island Seed and Plant
Nursery
15:00~16:00 | Visit to State Emergency Services and
Country Fire Service
16:00~17:00 | Visit to Fine Art Kangaroo Island
18:30~ Japanese Evening and Presentations with
invited guests at the Ozone Hotel
DAY 9:
23 August, 2012 9:30~ Bus to Kingscote Airport
10:30 Departure from Kingscote
11:05 Arrival at Adelaide
14:30 Departure from Adelaide
20:45 Arrival at Kuala Lumpur
23:30 Departure from Kuala Lumpur
DAY 10:
24 August, 2012 7:40 Arrival at Narita
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Impressions and Comments

@Everything Is Connected Each Other

Teacher, Sendai Municipal Shougen Elementary School
Chieko Tada

@A journey to encounter sustainability, a journey of the “Beginning”

Postgraduate student, Chuo University, Graduate School of Policy Studies
Keisuke Takagi

@ Guiding Light of Learning

Postgraduate student, University of the Sacred Heart Tokyo
Yui Tsujimoto

® What | feel in Kangaroo Island

Undergraduate student, University of the Sacred Heart Tokyo
Natsumi Oba

® What the Island of Kangaroos Gave Me Undergraduate student,

University of the Sacred Heart Tokyo
Yuri Kyoda

@ Learning in the time which cannot be timed

Undergraduate student, University of the Sacred Heart Tokyo
Emi Fujimoto

87



Everything Is Connected Each Other

Teacher, Sendai Municipal Shougen Elementary School
Chieko Tada

The Kangaroo Island Study Tour 2012 greatly impressed me even though my
time there was brief. During the study tour, I met many interesting people and
learned about sustainable development on Kangaroo Island. It caused me to
reassess how to work and live in Japan. Here I will write about some of my

experience.

First, what impressed me the most is that many people cooperate for the
island’s sustainable development. People attending the Kangaroo Island Natural
Resource Management Board Conference discussed how to preserve the island’s
nature. The staff working at the National Park, the Seal Bay, and the Dolphin
Watch Program showed love and respect for nature. The school teachers and
students practiced some programs for learning sustainability. Thanks to them, I
could learn what “sustainability” is. The key to understanding sustainability is
“relationships”. Everything is linked with everything else; human and nature are
linked; people and people are connected; people and community are connected. I
think that sustainability is to live while recognizing such relationships around us.

Second, I was also impressed by the quality of education in KI. I am a Japanese
teacher, so I was interested in education in KI. When I visited Kingscote Campus, I
found a lot of differences between the education in Japan and in KI. The school has
a large amount of staff for small class size. Also, the government and the
community give a lot of support to education. Such quality education is, I think,
guaranteed by economic prosperity and people’s flexibility that the Japanese do not
have. Our educational situation is far from KI’s. However, I will consider for what I
can do for education of sustainable development.

Third, the Teasdale’s taught me what sustainable lifestyle is. Their sustainable
house is well-designed and harmonizes with nature. It is warm and beautiful.
Before seeing their house, I thought that sustainable lifestyle meant enduring

inconvenience and dirtiness. But, they showed it doesn’t mean going back to
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pre-modern life. They showed us how we could live sustainably after the Great East
Japan Earthquake.

During my stay in KI, I had two opportunities to give a presentation on my
experience of the tsunami. Many people watched my presentation with deep
concern and expressed sympathy for the victims of the disaster. I will communicate
their feelings to my friends and students. I appreciate the wonderful hospitality of

the all the people in KI.
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A Journey to Encounter Sustainability, a Journey of the “Beginning”

Chuo University, Graduate School of Policy Studies
2rd year master’s degree

Keisuke Takagi

When I was a college student, my former teacher always told me “Mr. Takagi,
why don’t you just settle down and start studying?” I was always the one who
pursue my interests and could not focus on only one thing. Above all, I was not
prepared for my research. She told me this to reprimand me for these behaviors.

But I made it to master’s degree and now I'm on my second year. It is a time
when we are supposed to work on our master’s thesis. My research field is Korea,
therefore, it won’t be surprising if I had gone to Korea to do the field work.
Nevertheless, I went to Australia only because I could not settle down and do the
research. As I was working on my paper, I started to have an inspiration because I
felt that my horizon would be getting narrower if I kept doing what I was doing. I
just wanted to travel out of Asia, explore a new world, and broaden my view. This, I
believed, would lead me to write a better, meaningful paper. With this in mind, I
checked the internet to find something interesting and luckily, I found this study
tour to Kangaroo Island. I felt this opportunity was destiny, and so I immediately
sent a message saying “I would love to come.”

In fact, it was the best decision I had ever made. I was very inspired and was

able to make a lot of discovery the whole time, and would like to reflect on some of
them here.
First, Ms. Yoneyama took us to a tour inside Adelaide University. In the library,
many of the students were reading books and having active discussions. The fact
that they were enjoying studying with the smile in their faces really impressed me a
lot.

In addition, the facilities that the school offers made me feel envious. It was
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almost the same as how I got impressed by the hard working students in Korea.
Second, we went to Bob and Jennie’s eco-house. This house was filled with a
different kind of atmosphere filled with comfort and luxury- something that I had
never seen before. There was affection in every single piece of object there. The room
was always filled up with a warm light from the sun; outside the window, there
were a wide variety of colors, and there was both silence and movement in the yard.
Somehow it felt like time was running very slowly. Bob and Jennie were living in
harmony with chickens, kangaroos and bees. We might think a sustainable life style
means stoic and frugal one. But on the contrary, it seemed like they were very
satisfied with the kind of life they have. In fact, I believe that a sustainable lifestyle
is one where we are fully satisfied with the things that it offers.

Next, we visited some schools in Kingscote and Parndana. It was just a small
island inhabited by 4,000 people but the high quality of education there was just
unbelievable. A very concrete educational philosophy and curriculum were applied
in those schools. The staff room seemed to be quiet, but it was, in fact, full of
teachers’ passion and motivation. It looked “fun,” and I was just envious of the
pupils and teachers who were there.

Above all, one of the most impressive things was the great nature in this
1sland. They showed me various pictures the whole time. Even though it was winter
at that time, the island was a lot more colorful than Tokyo, and my heart was filled
with satisfaction by just looking at them.

Many of the attempts for sustainability on this island seemed concrete, and
yet they did not seem to be impossible. Why are these advanced approaches common
among citizens? The answer to this question, I believe, lies in this great nature.
Many of the citizens already know that the nature is beautiful, lovely, and even
emotional. They took nature for granted as a neighbor who we should treat with
utmost care. This relationship is called “coexistence,” not “protection” nor “control.”

In addition, it was also impressive that they had various wind depending on
where we were. The one on Prospect Hill was sweet, one on Pelican Lagoon was
gentle, and the one on Remarkable Rocks was dynamic. In the old times in Asia,
people regarded the wind as the origin of breathing and life. Wind is something we
cannot see, but it is surely there, giving us life energy. It was interesting that we
could not stop smiling when we did the deep breathing. I felt cold but the strong
wind from the Arctic pole has been giving the energy and wealth of the mind to the
people and every living animal.

I became more curious about this island. It meant a lot to me even though I had no
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1dea where it was before joining the tour. I knew something inside me had started.
Therefore, when I was asked to come up with one Kanji character, a Chinese
character being used in Japan at the final wrap-up meeting, I did not hesitate to
choose the one that meant “the beginning”

For someone like me, who had never been out of Asia, this study tour has
made my view broader, much than I had ever expected. The small Kangaroo Island
in the big globe was way too huge for me. The great nature in the island made me
realize that the world was filled up with the beautiful and interesting things. This
tour was the beginning of my journey to seek the world.

The following is a quotation from Bob while he was talking to Mr. Nagata
inside the bus.

“Sustainability is not an end. It is a process. Sustainability is a journey. I and
Jennie are still on a journey.”

To complete one learning leads to the new one. This learning cycle enriches
people’s lives. For me, to keep learning and acting might be how I define
sustainability.

To sum up, I would like to express my gratitude to the people I met during the
tour, Mr. Nagata, and Bob and Jennie for their great help. Thank you very much

and hope to see you soon.
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Guiding Light of Learning

7

&

Postgraduate student, University of the Sacred Heart Tokyo

Yui Tsujimoto

Travelling always gives me a feeling of freshness I can’t get out of everyday life,
but looking back on my latest trip to Kangaroo Island now after returning to Japan
I remember the things that happened on the island with fondness and realized it
was a particularly special time. It was a time spent taking in the pure sea water
fragrance which one can no longer do in Japan, watching wild creatures busting
with life and feeling the vibrant rays of the sun, the forests and the grass fields with
every bit of my body. That feeling made me truly happy. But, even more than the
nature itself, what really left an impression on me was the way in which every
single person living on the island made an effort in some way for harmonious
coexistence with nature and many other things. In the conference to consider
sustainability of the island, at Mr. and Mrs. Teasdale’s eco house, the national park
and seed bank (a facility to preserve native vegetation), the local schools and so
forth, I genuinely felt that every single part of the island was overflowing with
warmth towards coexistence and cooperation.

Some may find it strange but the atmosphere on Kangaroo Island made me
think of paintings by the French Post-Impressionist painter, Georges Seurat. That’s
right. The Georges Seurat who often features in art textbooks, famous for his
Pointillism technique. When people view Seurat’s paintings they are often
distracted by the dots, but in actual fact the rarity of his works is how he could
reproduce the vibrancy of colors based on color and optical theory. When I was on
the island, Seurat’s technique of side-by-side color mixing, in other words, “By
lining up color spots, the viewer sees colors which are purer and more vibrant that if
they were blended on a pallet.” came to my mind. Seurat would line up colors on a
canvass, and create a vivid color harmony with a feeling of opaqueness whereby
each individual color’s unique characteristics were expressed. In the same way, I

felt that the atmosphere of coexistence and cooperation that was overflowing on
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Kangaroo Island was born amidst a harmonious desire to live together and value
the uniqueness of all, irrespective of animal, plant, human, race, gender, age,
disability and so forth. Even now, back in my everyday reality after a visit to an
1sland that feels like a dream, that thought remains in my head, small but strong. .
No doubt there would be many difficulties involved in taking up the
environmental protection and inclusive education methods that I saw on Kangaroo
Island as they are. However, I am sure that the underlying notion of what should be
valued most remains the same. This trip, which allowed me to once again realize
what was important, and It may light me to a better way like “guiding light”.
Finally, I would like to extend my sincere thanks to Mr. and Ms. Teasdale for their
kind hospitality during our trip, all of the staff at the local schools, farms and
national park that allowed us to come and visit. I would also like to thank Mr. Uto,
Mr. Matsui, Ms. Tada, Mr. Takagi and all the undergraduates, Mr. Nagata who
arranged the trip, and all the directors who provided us with this wonderful

opportunity.
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What | feel in Kangaroo Island

Undergraduate student, University of the Sacred Heart Tokyo
Natsumi Oba

It was not so long time that we spent time in Kangaroo Island but I could
learn a lot of things and I felt something in the nature what I had never felt in
Japan. If I had not been to Kangaroo Island, I could have not felt the power of the
nature and how the nature helps our life. Now I know the importance of the nature.
Also having communications with local people was good chance to know the
differences between Australia and Japan. I am pretty sure that everything I saw,
heard and felt in Kangaroo Island will give me big effects to my life.

At the first time when I heard the word “quality of life”, I could not
understand what that is meaning. But when we visited Bob’s house, walking around
the house and talk with Bob and Jenny, I found what is “quality of life”. Just staying
in Japan, people do not think that sustainability and eco to save the nature could
not be coexistence. Moreover, Japanese people tend to think we have to take either
modest sustainability or gorgeous life. In Kangaroo Island, the people we met who
live in there, sustainability was not a special thing for them. Actually they were
enjoying living with sustainability so sustainability with beauty gives us quality of
life. And also, quality of life gives us the leeway of our feelings. It will be related to
power of the nature. Living with sustainability, if I paraphrase it could be living
with nature I thought. Sustainability gives us the leeway. Even I could see the
leeway at the school. When one music teacher saw us, that teacher started playing
the instruments with his students. There was flexibility to live. I thought it is really
important thing to live happily. In Japan, most of people work hard but tend to
forget what is the most important thing to live. We cannot buy the nature. We
cannot live without the nature.

At the school, I found the interesting word for success. It was “getting
along”. While I was in Kangaroo Island, I heard the words like “relationship” and

“human bond” so many times. I realized people who live there are helping each
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other. That is why they could be alone and grow up because people know we are not
completely alone.
This study tour gave me a great chance to learn new things and I'm pretty

sure that it was one of the best experiences in my entire life.
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What the Island of Kangaroos Gave Me

Undergraduate student, University of the Sacred Heart Tokyo
Yuri Kyoda

About one month has passed since visiting the island of kangaroos, I have
returned to daily busy life. The days spent on that island always crosses my mind
during my classes at the university, while I and doing homework or at my part time
job, and the bustling Tokyo. The peaceful time spent on the island of kangaroos had
a bigger impact to me then I had expected. After returning to Japan, the vast nature
brands itself more into my mind as time passes by. Although memories always fade,
however pleasant it was, whether I go to a distant country, this time, the memories
are clear like a photograph. My knowledge is still shallow about sustainability.
Without having a clear idea about sustainability, I participated in this tour with an
unsure feeling. And when I went and saw the actual scenery and met the people, it
made the little curiosity in me grow.

Although there are many things that I would like to talk about, there are
three scenes that are still very clear today. First is Teasdale’s eco-house. This is the
first time that I have felt that I wanted to see and learn more after seeing homes
that are built like this. When I hear "eco-house", I imagine it hard to live in and
rather inferior to the normal comfortable lifestyle. If a home was built just thinking
about sustainability, it may have been so; however, their home had incorporated
beauty in it. I was shocked by its concept and charmed by the beauty of the
eco-house. The second memory is the rainbow seen from the art room. The weather
at the island of Kangaroos changes often, and rainbows are often seen in the sky.
The rainbow seen from the hill, the rainbow which begins from the great marine
horizon, and the rainbow seen from an unexpected room. The indoor and outdoor

scenes became unified and felt very free. Native things were used often and the
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features of the island were projected into the interior design of the homes. Maybe it
1s because I have never seen it in japan, the rainbow made from sunlight and a
shard of glass touched my heart. Foreign species of trees were lined up and planted,
and there were dead birds on the ground that had probably died from stopping onto
an electric wire. It hurt me to think that the nature is being destroyed by the
actions of NEC. What I understand from these three things are very simple. By
using the products from the area and incorporating the scenery into the eco-home, it
is connected with sustainability, and by using foreign things, something will be lost
as the compensation. However, it was a very big deal for me to be able to see, hear,
feel and think slowly with all five senses.

I experienced many things which was so impressed by using all five senses
during this tour. I saw two kangaroos and beautiful setting sun in the nature that
there are nobody as far as I can see, beautiful beaches, and the jump of the dolphin
to see from a boat are wonderful so my feeling is beyond expression. I got to know
and shocked the difference between people who tried to protect all the nature of the
island living in there and my living place. However I think that there were also
many things which were able to be noticed because I was born in Japan and living
in Tokyo now. Moreover, although it may be impossible to be realized that what are
the kangaroo island people doing right now to protect the nature them perfectly in
all countries, if we getting to know a lot of information about local and try to develop
its strong points, and have interests and prides, I think that it will lead to build the
sustainability society. I would like to connect to the future all I learned that studied
during this tour.

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to think about sustainability and

many other things.
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Learning in the time which cannot be timed

Undergraduate student, University of the Sacred Heart Tokyo

Emi Fujimoto

“Such a beautiful world is located beyond the sea from Japan?! ” I was
really surprised. Probably, Kangaroo Island will be a sustainable world, even if
the generation has changed. I felt it strong when I visited to Bob and Jenny’s
house and Kingscote School Campus (KSC).

The Bob and Jenny’s house; energy, water, beauty and nature, all the balance
ware maintained and sustainability was implemented in a visible manner. In
addition, there was no awkwardness in their life. Bob and Jenny who live in the
house have kept a natural posture and enjoy their sustainable life. Beside, “good life”
considered in Japan is that riding a foreign car, eating high-grade dish, having a
large house and wearing brand clothes. However, I realized that Bob and Jenny are
living in a “good life,” in the true meaning for which people satisfied in their heart. I
was able to rethink my daily life in Japan.

In KSC, there are three education philosophies; telling the Aborigine culture,
including sustainability to the curriculum, making conscious that Australian is a
member of Asia. Firstly, telling the Aborigine culture. Aborigine culture is one of the
important histories in Australia and students can learn much from that history.
Moreover, learning the history enhances historical and cultural conservation.
Secondly, including sustainability to the curriculum. One of the examples, there is a
food waste composter in the schoolyard. Students gather the garbage and take it
into the compost. That garbage become fertilizer and student use it for growing
crops. Through this effort, students can learn food cycle and chain to our life. In
other words, students experiences connection with others and realize that people

cannot live alone. Lastly, making conscious that Australian is a member of Asia.
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When we entered school, we found handy crafts in the motif of Japanese apricot. In
addition, one of the classrooms was decorated like Asian-style. However, Japanese
believe that they are a part of Asia continent, but do not strongly consider that we
are Asian. Also, Japanese education do not regard strongly that we are a member of
Asia. KSC students can look abroad, since they are child and it is directly related to
an ability to have a wider view.

Relation of island people was also impressive. On the conference, everyone
considered the future of the island earnestly. They are cooperated and respect each
other. All people we met in the island, were proud and love their island.

During my stay in Kangaroo Island, I was in the sustainable world.

Everything that I learn was absorbed and accumulated. I could spend precious time.
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Questionnaire result

1. What is the most important “Sustainability” that you met in Kangaroo Island?

+ Bonds of the community

* Relationships among people in communities are reflected in activities.
+ Vocational training

* Education for learning life skills

* Land with freedom

* Respect
2. What is the most impressive thing for you in the tour?

* Qualitative time and space at Eco-House

+ Comfortable feelings at school

+ High consciousness of islanders for environment and their collaboration
+ Strong and Clear wind from Antarctica

+ The smiling faces of a student who is autism.

+ The time spent by myself in nature

+ The great nature that I felt with five senses

+ The Eco-House which maintained all the balances; energy, water, beauty,

and nature.
3. If you have met anything that you did not know in this tour, please write it.

+ It 1s important to maintain thoughtfulness to others.

+ Severity and beauty of the nature of the Island

+ We live in various relationships; people to people, people to society and
the chain of the life.

* The wild animals did not much to fear from us.

+ A true “luxury” life can be led even if we lead an ecology-oriented life

+ There are so many things that we have to learn in the world.

+ There are many buildings with good functionality, consideration for
environment and beauty compared to Japan.

+ People can not live without nature.
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+ Respect to the others fosters and create good atmosphere at school

+ It 1s important to learn with five senses.

4. Do you find any issues or challenges to improve the study program?

* We need more free time.

« It 1s pity that not many teachers participated.

+ Schedule on a day was tight and we tended to suffer from flood of information.

+ We could not plant seeds at Asuno-Mori.

+ I think that I need more English skills. If I speak English well, I could ask more
pointed questions. And, I should have study more before I went to the Island.

+ We need more time to be alone for enriching understanding of learning

+ I wanted more time in which I can ask questions to teachers and
graduate students from students.

- I wanted to have more discussion with Japanese members.

- I wanted to interchange with local students.

*We should have done the preparation for the presentation, but we had depended on
teachers.

+ I need more information about weather conditions in Kangaroo Island.

+ I wanted to receive e-mail information about equipment for this tour
more earlier.

+ I thought without exporting canola oil to Japan, and making biodiesel fuel

from it, sustainability of the Island would advance more.

5. How do you feel about the participants of the Study Programme fees? Please
choose one number.

@ Too expensive Result: The entrance fees

@ Moderate

@ Too low

Moderate
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6. What do you think about sustainability?

+ We should talk of what we need to sustain and cherish it.

+ Don't act contrary to nature, and live in accord with the things around us.

+ We continue asking ourselves and having dialogues with other people about how
we human beings should be in the earth.

+ We do not forget that this world is not only for the human beings, but for all living
things.

+ We live with all things that we can see.

« Ability for us to think flexibly and take action, not to think one way.

- Respect to others and myself.

* Do our best in our own environment.

7. You went many places and experienced a lot. How much are you satisfied with
these places? Please choose the degree of satisfaction.

@ Adelaide City sightseeing
KINRMB Conference

Mr. and Mrs. Teasdale’s Eco-House
Koala sanctuary

Remarkable rock

Seals at Admiral Arc and Seal Bay
Kingscote School Campus
Parndana School Campus

Winery

Dolphin watch

Drama by the students

Farm visiting

Film Evening with local people
Seeds Bank

State Emergency Services and Country Fire Service

Fine Art Kangaroo Island

SHCEGNSNENCSNCNONCONCESNONSNONCRC

“Japanese Evening”
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1 Adelaide city sightseeing
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1 3Film Evening

1 4 Seed Bank

1 5 Emergency Services & Fire Service
1 6 Fine Art Kangaroo Island

1 7 “Japanese Evening”
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Figure1. How much participants satisfied with individual programme
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“Very satisfied”
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Figure2. How much participants satisfied with entire programme
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